
ANNEX II 

IUA (Oxford Brookes University) Review Package (Glasson et al., 2005) 

1 DESCRIPTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT 

Principal features of the project 

1.1 Explains the purpose(s) and the objectives of the development. 

1.2 Indicates the nature and status of the decision(s) for which the environmental 

information has been prepared. 

1.3 Gives the estimated duration of the construction, operational and, where 

appropriate, decommissioning phase, and the programme within these phases.  

1.4 Provides a description of the development comprising information on the site, 

design and size of the development. 

1.5 Provides diagrams, plans or maps and photographs to aid the description of the 

development. 

1.6 Indicates the physical presence or appearance of the completed development 

within the receiving environment. 

1.7 Describes the methods of construction.  

1.8 Describes the nature and methods of production or other types of activity involved 

in the operation of the project. 

1.9 Describes any additional services (water, electricity, emergency services etc.) and 

developments required as a consequence of the project. 

1.10 Describes the project's potential for accidents, hazards and emergencies.  

Land requirements  

1.11 Defines the land area taken up by the development and/or construction site and 

any associated arrangements, auxiliary facilities and landscaping areas, and shows 

their location clearly on a map. For a linear project, describes the land corridor, 

vertical and horizontal alignment and need for tunneling and earthworks. 

1.12 Describes the uses to which this land will be put, and demarcates the different use 

areas. 

1.13 Describes the reinstatement and after-use of landtake during construction.  

Project Inputs 

1.14 Describes the nature and quantities of materials needed during the construction 

and operational phases.  

1.15 Estimates the number of workers and visitors entering the project site during both 

construction and operation. 

1.16 Describes their access to the site and likely means of transport.  

1.17 Indicates the means of transporting materials and products to and from the sote 

during construction and operation, and the number of movements involved.  

Residues and emissions 



1.18 Estimates the types and quantities of waste matter, energy (noise, vibration, light, 

heat, radiation etc.) and residual materials generated during construction and operation 

of the project, and rate at which these will be produced.  

1.19 Indicates how there wastes and residual materials are expected to be 

handled/treated prior to release/disposal, and the routes by which they will eventually 

be disposed of to the environment.  

1.20 Identifies any special or hazardous wastes (defined as…) which will be produced, 

and describes the methods for their disposal as regards their likely main environmental 

impacts.  

1.21 Indicates the methods by which the quantities of residuals and wastes were 

estimated. Acknowledges any uncertainty, and gives ranges or confidence limits where 

appropriate. 

 
2  DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT  

Description of the area occupied by and surrounding the project 

2.1 Indicates the area expected to be significantly affected by the various aspects of the 

project with the aid of suitable maps. Explains the time over which these impacts are 

likely to occur. 

2.2 Describes the land uses on the site(s) and in surrounding areas.  

2.3 Defines the affected environment broadly enough to include any potentially 

significant effect occurring away from the immediate areas of construction and 

operation. These may be caused by, for example, the dispersion of pollutants, 

infrastructural requirements of the project, traffic etc. 

Baseline conditions 

2.4 Identifies and describes the components of the affected environment potentially 

affected by the project.  

2.5 The methods used to investigate the affected environment are appropriate to the 

size and complexity of the assessment task. Uncertainty is indicated. 

2.6 Predicts the likely future environmental conditions in the absence of the project. 

Identifies variability in natural systems and human use.  

2.7 Uses existing technical data sources, including records and studies carried out for 

environmental agencies and for special interest groups.  

2.8 Reviews local, regional and national plans and policies, and other data collected as 

necessary to predict future environmental conditions. Where the proposal does not 

conform to these plans and policies, the departure is justified.  

2.9 Local, regional and national agencies holding information in baseline 

environmental conditions have been approached.  

 

 

 

 

 



3  SCOPING, CONSULATION AND IMPACT IDENTIFICATION 

Scoping and consultation 

3.1  There has been a genuine attempt to contact the general public, relevant public 

agencies, relevant experts and special interest groups to appraise them of the of the 

project and its implication. Lists the groups approached.  

3.2 Statutory consultees have been contacted. List the consultees approached.  

3.3 Identifies valued environmental attributes in the basis of this consultation.  

3.4 Identifies all project activities with significant impacts on valued environmental 

attributes. Identifies and selects key impacts for more intense investigation. Describes 

and justifies the scoping method used.  

3.5 Includes a copy or summary of the main comments from consultees and the public 

and measures taken to respond to these comments.  

Impact Identification 

3.6 Provides the data required to identify the main effects which the development 

is likely to have on the environment.  

3.7 Considers direct and indirect/secondary effects of constructing, operating and, 

where relevant, after-use or decommissioning of the project (including positive and 

negative effects). Considers whether effects will arise as a result of "consequential" 

development. 

3.8 Investigates the above types of impacts in so far as they affect: human beings, 

flora, fauna, soil, water, air, climate, landscape, interactions between the above, 

material assets, cultural heritage.  

3.9 Also noise, land use, historic heritage, communities.  

3.10 If any of the above are not of concern in relation to the specific project and its 

location, this is clearly stated.  

3.11 Identifies impacts using a systematic methodology such as project specific 

checklists, matrices, panels of experts extensive consultations etc. Describes the 

methods/approaches used and the rationale for using them.  

3.12 The investigations of each type of impact is appropriate to its importance for 

thedecision, avoiding unnecessary information and concentrating on the key issues.  

3.13 Considers impacts which may not themselves be significant but which mat 

contribute on the key issues.  

3.14 Considers impacts which might arise from non-standard operating conditions, 

accidents and emergencies.  

3.15 If the nature of the project is such that accidents are possible which might cause 

severe damage within the surrounding environment, an assessment of the probability 

and likely consequences of such events is carried out and the main findings reported. 

 
4  PREDICTION AND EVALUATION OF IMPACTS 

Prediction and magnitude of impacts 

4.1 Describes impacts in terms of the nature and magnitude of the change occuring and 

the nature, location, number, value, sensitivity of the affected receptors.  



4.2 Predict the timescale over which the effects will occur, so that it is clear whether 

impacts are short, medium or long term, temporary or permanent, reversible or 

irreversible.  

4.3 Where possible, expresses impact predictions in quantitative terms. Qualitative 

descriptions, where necessary, are as fully defined as possible.  

4.4 Describes the likelihood of impacts occurring, and the level of uncertainty attached 

to the results.  

Methods and Data 

4.5 Provides the data required to assess the main effects which the development is 

likely to have on the environment.  

4.6 The methods used to predict the nature, size and scale of impacts are described and 

are appropriate to the size and importance of the projected disturbance.  

4.7 The data used to estimate the size and scale of the main impact are sufficient for 

the task, clearly described and their sources clearly identified. Any gaps in the data are 

indicated and accounted for.  

Evaluation of impact significance 

4.8 Discusses the significance of effects in terms of the impact on the local community 

(including distribution of impacts) and in the protection of environmental resources.  

4.9 Discusses the available standards, assumptions and value systems which can be 

used to assess significance.  

4.10 Where there are no generally accepted standards or criteria for the evaluation of 

significance, alternative approaches are discussed and, if so, a clear distinction is made 

between fact, assumption and professional judgment.  

4.11 Discusses the significance of effects taking into account the appropriate national 

and international standards or norms, where these are available. Otherwise the 

magnitude, location and duration of the effects are discussed in conjunction with the 

value, sensitivity and rarity of the resource.  

4.12 Differentiates project-generated impacts from other changes resulting from non-

project activities and variables.  

4.13 Includes a clear indication of which impacts may be significant and which may 

not and provides justification for this distinction.  

 
5  ALTERNATIVES 

5.1 Provides an outline of the main alternatives studied and gives an indication of 

the main reasons for their choice, taking into account the environmental effects.  

5.2 Considers the "non action" alternative, alternative processes, scales, layouts, 

designs and operating conditions where available at an early stage of project planning 

and investigates their main environmental advantages and disadvantages.  

5.3 If unexpectedly severe adverse impacts are identifies during the course of the 

investigation, which are difficult to mitigate, alternatives rejected in the earlier 

planning phase are re-appraised.  

5.4 The alternatives are realistic and genuine.  



5.5 Compares alternatives' main environmental impacts clearly and objectively with 

those of the proposed project and with the likely future environmental conditions 

without the project.  

 

6  MITIGATION AND MONITORING 

Description of mitigation measures 

6.1 Provides a description of the measures envisaged in order to avoid reduce and 

if possible, remedy significant adverse effects.  

6.2 Mitigation measures considered include modification of project design, 

construction and operation, the replacement of facilities/resources, and the creation of 

new resources, as well as "end-of-pipe" technologies for pollution control.  

6.3 Describes the reasons for choosing the particular type of mitigation, and the other 

options available.  

6.4 Explains the extent to which the mitigation methods will be effective. Where the 

effectiveness is uncertain or where mitigation may not work, this is made clear and 

data are introduced to justify the acceptance of these assumptions.  

6.5 Indicates the significance of any residual or unmitigated impacts remaining after 

mitigation, and justifies why these impacts should not be mitigated.  

Commitment to mitigation and monitoring 

6.6 Gives details of how the mitigation measures will be implemented and function 

over the time span for which they are necessary.  

6.7Proposes monitoring arrangements for all significant impacts, especially where 

uncertainty exists, to check the environmental impact resulting from the 

implementation of the project and its conformity with thepredictions made.  

6.8 The scale of any proposed monitoring arrangements corresponds to the potential 

scale and significance of deviations from expected impacts.  

Environmental Effects of mitigation 

6.9 Investigates and describes any adverse environmental effects of mitigation 

measures.  

6.10 Considers the potential for conflict between the benefits of mitigation measures 

and their adverse impacts.  

 
7  NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY  

7.1  There is a non-technical summary of the information provided under the 

paragraphs 1 to 4 of Part 2 of Schedule 4 

7.2 The non-technical summary contains at least a brief description of the project and 

the environment, an account of the main mitigation measures to be undertaken by the 

developer, and a description of any remaining or residual impacts. 

7.3 The summary avoids technical terms, lists of data and detailed explanations of 

scientific reasoning. 

7.4 The summary presents the main findings of the assessment and covers all the main 

issues raised in the information.  



7.5 The summary includes a brief explanation of the overall approach to the 

assessment.  

7.6 The summary indicates the confidence which can be placed in the results.  

 
8  ORGANIZATION AND PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION 

Organization of information 

8.1 Logically arranges the information in sections. 

8.2 Identifies the location of information in a table or list of contents.  

8.3 There are chapter or section summaries outlining the main findings of each phase 

of the investigation.  

8.4 When information from external sources has been introduced, a full reference to 

the source is included.  

 

 

Presentation of information 

8.5 Mentions the relevant EIA legislation, name of the developer, name of competent 

authority (ies), name of organization preparing the EIS and name address and contact 

number of a contact person.  

8.6 Includes an introduction briefly describing the project, the aims of the assessment 

and the methods used. 

8.7 The statement is presented as an integrated whole. Data presented in appendiced 

are fully discussed in the main body of the text.  

8.8 Offers information and analysis to support all conclusions drawn.  

8.9 Presents information so as to be comprehensible to the non-specialist. Uses maps, 

tables, graphical material and other devices as appropriate. Avoids unnecessarily 

technical or obscure language.  

8.10 Discusses all the important data and results in an integrated fashion.  

8.11 Avoids superfluous information (i.e. information not needed for the decision). 

8.12 Presents the information in a concise form with a consistent terminology and 

logical links between different sections.  

8.13 Gives prominence and emphasis to severe adverse impacts, substantial 

environmental benefits and controversial issues.  

8.14 Defines technical terms, acronyms and initials.  

8.15 The information is objective, and does not lobby for any particular point of view. 

Adverse impacts are not disguised by euphemisms or platitudes.  

Difficulties compliling the information 

8.16 Indicates ant gaps in the required data and explains the means used to deal with 

them in the assessment. 

8.17 Acknowledges and explains any difficulties in assembling or analysis the data 

needed to predict impacts, and any basis for questioning assumptions, data or 

information.  

 


